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Abstract: Firmware is the soul of an embedded system,and disassembly is a necessary step to understand the opera-
tional mechanism or detect the vulnerabilities of the firmware. When disassembling a firmware, it should first determine the
processor type of running environment and the image base of firmware. In general ,the processor type can be got by tearing
down the device or consulting the product manual. However, at present there is still no automated tool that can be used to ob-
tain the image base of firmware. Since the processors of majority embedded systems are ARM architecture,in this paper we
focus on the firmwares in ARM and propose an automated method to determine the base address. Firstly, by studying the
storage rule and loading mode of the string we present two algorithms to calculate the string offset and the string address
loaded by LDR instruction. Then with these information, we proposed a DBMAS ( Determining image Base by Matching Ad-
dresses of Strings) algorithm to determine the image base. Experimental results indicate the proposed method can successful-
ly determine the image base of firmware that uses the LDR instruction to load string address.
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00039500 | 4E 6F 77 34 20 25 6C 75
000395E0 |41 BE 69 6D 61 74 69 6F
000395F0 |41 6E 692 6D 61 74 69 B6F
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73 3a @@¥eD 96 04 08 Animations:fml

(a) Pebble® GE T2 [# {:tintin_fw.bin

Offset & * 3 W F B
DO003CADD |61 67 65 SF 63 68 65 63
OO003CALD |62 61 74 5F &7 65 74 SF
nooacazn | 65 HENOENGENZS 73 34 20
DO03CA30 |20 41 44 43 0a GONGONGD
D003CA40 |67 65 74 5F 74 65 6D 70
DO003CAS0 |62 79 5F 61 64 63 OONGO

g

6B @000 00 73 65 63 5F age_checkll lsec

61
45
73
65

i25

& & B 0 & EOE

64 63 5F 76 61 6C 75 bhat_get adc walu
72 72 6F 72 20 B9 6E sfll%s: Error in
65 63 SF 62 61 74 5F ADC Wsec_bat_
72 61 74 75 72 65 5F get temperature
73 3A& 20 43 BE 76 61 by _adclixs: Inva |

(b) Samsung® i F-F [ F-wingtip_in.bin
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3% 1 FIND-String &3k

A : Z RSO binaryFile, 745 f /MK B wnd
i TR SO BE T wind B FHAF B TE SO AL i offset
function FindString( binaryFile,wnd)
bin[ fileSize ] «—binaryFile
pos «— 1
while(0 < pos <fileSize) do
if(bin[ pos-1] = = 0x00 && isprint(pos) = = TRUE)
offset «—pos
length «— 1
while (isprint( pos + length) = = TRUE && bin[ pos + length +1 ]
! = 0x00) do
length + +
end while
if(length >wnd && isprint( bin[ pos +length]) = = TRUE)
Output ; offset
end if
pos «—pos + length
else
pos + +
end if
end while
end function
function isprint(c )
H((c > = 0x09 &&c < = 0x0D) || (¢ > =0x20 && ¢ < =
0x7E) )
return TRUE
else
return FALSE
end

function

AFFRE 1 a2 1 (a) Y745 B A -
Offset = 000395D0
Offset = 000395D9
Offset = 000395EC
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A rh 7 RIS Y0 1L T AS BE B 4% 8T ] MOV 45 & 3 54
R L ORAF 2027 A7 4 v, BT LA RS B 0x08016B58 Ak 5
ST Atk 0x080495D0 , Jf-ffi I LDR 4§ 4 2k ix
A 2 ZFAE A b L, 59— 45 5 aKernel Ani-
matio ffJHiLhE 5 & ] LDR 454 2k 9. F 45 5 aNowlLu
Fi1 aKernel Animatio SZFR{EAEILIE 1 (@) Fim.

ROM:08016B1C BO 21 HOUS R1, #0x80
ROM:08016B1E b HOU R3, RO
ROM:B8016B28 0D 4 LDR R2,
ROM:B88016B22 68 46 MOU R@, SP
ROM:O8016B2% 2A FD B2 FF BL  sub_8B41A2C
IROM:B8016B28 88 21 MOUS R1, #0x80
ROM:B8816B2A OC 4A LDR R2, =aKernelAnimatio
ROM:08016B2C 68 46 HOU R@, SP
ROM:08016B2E 2A FO 7D FF BL  sub BB41A2C

ROM: 88616856

ROM:B8E16B58 DO 95 04 88 off_8016B58 pc(aNowLu]
ROM: 08016858

ROM:08616B5C D9 95 04 08 off_8016B5C
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ROM:080495D8
ROM:080495D9 aKernelAnimatio DCB "Kernel Animations:",0
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K2 Pebble® it F-F [# £ tintin_fw.bin
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R 3 G K AR, BT LAZE Thumb RZS T, PC 1)
BUHE A PC = Current + 4, 0] LDR 13- 1l Hu k5
address = ( PC&OXFFFFFFFC) + (immed 8 #4)

= ( ( Current +4) &0xFFFFFFFC) + (immed 8 #4)
= ( (0x08016B20 +4)&0xFFFFFFFC) + (0x0D #4)
= (0x0806B24&0xFFFFFFFC) +0x34

=0x08016B24 +0x34

=0x08016B58 (1)
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LDR 54 AT g J& 48 iR 1, 102 PR [0 1 b i 4 N A 46
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BT R AH R LDR 5280 ARM RS Z — 28, {1
JEIX — /NI R LDR 84 I A R i J5 ¢ T Akl
g HE.

#32 FIND-LDR i

i : 3R S0 binaryFile , ARM/ Thumb ARZ state
iy : e SCAFH ARM/ Thumb RZSTR LDR 454 it sk
function FindLDR ( binaryFile, state )
bin[ fileSize ] «—binaryFile
offset < 0
if (state = = STATE _ THUMB)
while (0 <offset < fileSize) do
opcode «—bin[ offset +1 ]
opcode «—opcode & (11111000),
if(opcode = = (01001000), )
PC «—offset + 4
immed _8 <« bit[7,---,0]
address «— (PC & OxFFFFFFFC) + (immed _8 = 4)
Rd «— Memory[ address,4 ]
Output;: Rd
end if
offset «—offset + 2
end while
else
if (state = = STATE _ ARM)
while(0 <offset <fileSize) do
if (bin[ offset + 2] = = 0x9F &&bin[ offset +3] = = 0xE5)
PC «—offset + 8
immed _ 12 « bit[ 11,-+-,0]
address < ( PC&OxFFFFFFFC) + (immed _12)
Rd < Memory[ address,4 |
Output;: Rd
end if
offset «—offset + 4
end while
end if
end if

end function
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(@) LDR$54 ThumbZii i 5 X,
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Sk LDR 454> T2 i i k(%0

OXxFFFFFFFF
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>

i string base=a; - o;
)
9;
2

# 0x00000000

iz
B4 R S

WAL 4 Fir 7R, Jn R — A A B AE SO i I
WA o, BB NAEPALE R a, R EEE B LD N
base , ] ;

0, +base = a; (2)

B JH AT M [ 1 ) ik A base = a, — o, BIAE O A4
B S HER T AT R Y LR B DR 452 Ak, £ S A
oA ik Sy AT R L T LR S O TR S A T
TR IC R (2). 2 base AN AFHUIE I, S5
0 FdEA A i 2 0(2) Kot R B 2, M iZ N
A7 Mtk B 1 2B k. AR, 78 32 L R Geh AR
IR (0 ~27) , U SR PR 1 ) 5 5 1% N A S L
WA —MEVE I base, T ES O LS A il
A(2) IICRAEL, 24 base KA AE MU HERT, 3 2
K (2) TR ANEUIRZ , WA Ry iZ A A ik B S [ 4 1)
BERHENE. F A28 T 5 1Y SR AR, I ] &2 2% i
0(2% s nswm). AL, BATE T — A5k o] Pk 15
XA AR SR R B R S R S

PR AR PO L, Hod /MBS 0,7 32 [ AR SE
A 2 BE hl 19 % K{H Dl OxFFFFFFFF-fileSize , Ho f file-
Size S —JE I XA RN LS A B RADITR o K
WIS O HAE IR o, Q1R 22 (A 76 B8 L HE 1Y
T FE N R A, 75 00 55 5. SRS GE TR 25 (E H BLATIK
B, e BRI A T [ e R e O 2 SR i 1
B base JHANAFHLHET RS O MRS A A
kXIEE A o, + base = a. SIS A A I0 0
S O P EA TR, RN ES
(a;-0,,a,-0,,,a,-0,) (3)
XHES A MEANITR o WEES O PEAICR
o, B M

a, =0, Gy =0, ** Q —0,

a, =0, Qy; =0, =+ 4 =0,
(4)

a,—o, a —o, a;,-o,

La, -0, a, =0, = a,=o0,

HATCABUEH b XFICRWE L o, + base = a,, (HiX
kX0 M HAR AR 2 R MW, 7% (a,,0,) 8 kX0
BT — X, W TEAR B M 5 « 47 y ST R
M ARG 0, — o, O, STl A4 M 563t
FEASTCER M PR, #e BROT 2 1 B IR B AT R 7
HEFF Rl R i, 8 BRI 22 1 o0 3 B Ay e e ik
b e Btk i SE B B SCHTE X A AL AL, 25 O
HEGAPTHRZWITRAIEBMNN KR, MES S
WA B 22 1Y A7 H B0 28038 Ay A7 A b AR Bk
ST, AT 3 H 5 e R Bk (1) DBMAS %53 ( Determi-
ning image Base by Matching Addresses of Strings) , 5 {f
Tt Bk E el M A TR WA - 1.

Hi%3 DBMAS Hif

A B R ES 0= (0,0, ,0,)
[ ¢F o LDR 484 MEk ik 45 A = (ay ,a5 00 a,,)
T SRS ) fileSize
i R MO oT R ROH D ORI 2
function DBMAS( 0, A , fileSize)
WA M TR -1
max <«— OxFFFFFFFF-fileSize
for all ¢; € A do
for all 0; € O do
if0 <a; —o0; &&a; - 0; <max
M ;) —a; —o;
end if
end for

end for

SRR M P TR I B
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X TC R B H: H U2 A SR (X 4 ) IR B R 5
IMBRHERF S5 PR MR - 1 B B
Output : {F 7 J5 BYTCER S H Bk

end function

DBMAS FE RIS R SZ AR E R O (n s m)  Ho 4
B0 HFT R A B B, m RS A TR
HEFA % 7] I DBMAS $9% 1 i 8] 52 2% S5 8 /N F Mo
SV A I R A2 2% L.

J33%: DBMAS XFHEFE M P ER D IURGETH R, IR
HEFPE R PR M ORI IRE - 1 RO BB,
i e R 1 BB A B R A R P —
73tk CRIVHS BRI 22 A9 31k ) A D e o ok e 0
Ik — OO, fn R o e Bk it B AY YRR e T
b TTER 14 BRUCER , 205 36 41k D Ay T 114 28 8 .
T, 1200 36 HE A AN S IE 0 1) 256 20 1L, DBMAS B35 A
3 T R S

4 XWERSHH
AR SO B R SRR B 1Y 3T

i, HRTH A —E AT IR, i, A SCE T
IR F ) 2 A A B R DA, o £
FERAE T4 R RE T-HL MP3 FR 04 | [ 25 4% PLC 45
SR B VLS 435 8% 2 Pentium Dual-Core 3. 0GHz
KEFRES AGB NAE, 33085 4 Microsoft Windows7 SP1.
4.1 ZFFFHEFLDR 5L PiiRRI LIRS R

TESEg b FATE I T I 12 A k] S
VE RSx4, SR 5 53 93 1] FIND-String 5535 U3 3C
P4 8 ff ] FIND-LDR 853 4105 3C 4+ LDR $5
B L. TS5 RN 1 TR, Strings 51k SO
HF A ER % ARM _ LDR 1] Thumb _ LDR %1 5351 24
fii . FIND-LDR %3 i1 51 i 9 ARM | Thumb R & T
LDR 44> Jing bk 25 5 )5 (19145, ALL _ LDR 1]y fifi ]
FIND-LDR 535300 i 19 i A R 25 LDR $8 4 I 458 bk
FHFINEC AL KL m g it &3, X4
RIERGP ATATEN A5 e QAR 5, fr AFRATTHE FIND-
String S 1895 T 24 wnd BUE N 5.

x1 ZIWHER

Model File Strings | ARM_LDR | Thumb_LDR| ALL_LDR Match Base
Pebble Smart Watch tintin _ fw. bin 1580 0 3152 3152 957 0x08010000
Garmin Forerunner 225 | forerunner225 _240. rgn 2355 1 3092 3093 336 0x00000F88
Garmin Fenix3 fenix3 _440. rgn 3195 2 9516 9518 667 0x00000F88
Samsung Gear Fit wingtip _ in. bin 6956 0 4334 4334 461 0x08004000
Sony SBH52 sbh52 _ firmware. bin 348 4 1564 1568 N/A N/A
iAudio E2 MP3 €2 _eu_fw.sb 2394 297 15975 16224 69 0x00059000
iAudio 10 MP3 iaudiolO _ fw. bin 3878 9754 3981 13492 919 0x20000000
HTC One pn07diag. nbh 6196 1649 802 2420 780 0x0ADFFCD3
Samsung 830 SSD cxm03bl q. enc 1 0 704 704 N/A N/A
SanDisk Ultra X2316RL firmware. bin 3668 2183 833 2844 523 0x7FFFF400
Western Digital My Book| 20080111. bin 33 17 1702 1714 N/A N/A
Rockwell 1769-1.3x pn-275814. bin 4978 3023 1734 4627 124 0x00D00000

4.2 FEFRFEUMIHESR

I E REF AL TG 25 R 3R 1 R, Base 51y fiff
FH DBMAS 55032 340 5 H A — ko] SO 2 B i, Match
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